Ask a “Wagner Inspector™.. ...
How do I protect my home from termites?

Termites can strike fear into the hearts of homeowners, buyers, and real estate agents, yet
most people know very little about them. There are several varieties of termites found in
North Florida and South Georgia, but the most common are subterranean termites. These
termites live underground. On an average there are three to five colonies per acre. With
up to five million termites per colony, it is no wonder they annually do more damage than
storms, floods, fire, tornados, and hurricanes combined! With potentially 25 million
termites per acre, odds are they’re in your yard...but are they in your house?
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Most pest control companies provide free inspections to homeowners, however,
the following suggestions will help you determine if you have a problem and describe
some ways to make your home less appealing to termites.

First you have to realize that termites do not discriminate. New, old, brick, block,
slab, or crawl-space, the termite knows no difference and all have wood in their
construction. As far as the termite is concerned, those 2x4 inch wall studs are just
another dead or dying tree in your yard.

Second, just because you had at the house treated a few years back; it doesn’t
mean you are still protected. If you did not keep the termite bond in force year after year,
you’re still a candidate for termites. Most chemicals used today only have a residual
value of a year or so. The strongest chemicals on the market only carry a 5 year
guarantee. So how can you protect yourself?




Termites have some major weaknesses. They need moisture to survive and they
cannot survive in the air or sunlight. To travel above the ground, they must bring
moisture with them. So they build mud tubes.
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These tubes provide moisture and protection from the air and sunlight. They also provide
an alternate food source, fungus. This is the same type of fungus found growing on
siding and in the crawl-spaces. If your home has the slab exposed below the siding,
periodically walking around the home checking the slab for mud tubes will be beneficial.
If however, you have a brick or stucco, or if the exposed slab has had a textured finish
applied, the odds are you will never find the mud tubes. This is because termites usually
come up between the siding and the slab. If it’s a hollow block foundation they come up
through the voids in the hollow block and into the sill plates, studs, and baseboards.
1/64"™ of an inch gap or crack in the foundation is all the space a termite needs to enter
your home! No matter what type of foundation you have, finding moisture sources and
eliminating them will help your fight against termites. Dripping faucets, downspouts
discharging too close to the foundation, condensation over flow tubes, and areas where
moss, mold, and mildew are growing will be prime target areas for infestation.




Repairing faucets, extensions on downspouts and overflow tubes, plus pressure
washing can all help lower your risks. Installing gutter can do wonders to reduce
moisture around the foundation and reduce splash back on wood siding. Homes with
crawl-spaces should have a vapor barriers installed to prevent fungus growth on sills,
joists, and sub flooring.

Check door frames and patio door thresholds for moisture damage and possible
infestation. Soft or damaged wood should be repaired as soon as possible. While
inspecting for moisture sources, also be on the lookout for wood debris near the
foundation. Firewood, wood scraps, cardboard, and some types of landscaping trim
should be moved well away from the home. Wood scraps and cardboard should also be
removed from crawl-spaces.

Inside the home, use a screwdriver or pen knife to check baseboards on exterior
walls, window sills, door frames, and jambs by tapping lightly on the wood. These areas
may look solid, but termites hollow out the wood leaving the outer shell intact.
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Check baseboards in bathrooms and walls on the opposite side of the shower heads or tub
drains. Termites can enter through gaps in the slab around the water and waste pipes.
These few suggestions can help you to defend yourself and your home from a
termite invasion. Following these suggestions will not insure you of a termite free home,
but it could help in early detection and reduction of damages and expenses.
Good luck and good hunting!




